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Proclamation 5530 of September 20, 1986
Ethnic American Day, 1986

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Americans are a unique people, a colorful tapestry of traditions and cul-
tures woven into one vibrant society. The motto graven on our coins—E
Pluribus Unum—reflects the rich diversity from which America draws its
strength and vitality.

Since the founding of our Republic more than 200 years ago, millions of im-
migrants have made the journey of freedom to our shores. America has
drawn the stoutest hearts from every corner of the globe, from every Nation
on earth. Some came to escape the chains of religious persecution, others to
flee the bonds of political oppression, and still others came seeking a land
of opportunity, the chance to begin life anew. Some of the most recent have
scaled walls and crawled under barbed wire and through mine fields, while
others risked their lives in makeshift boats on perilous seas.

No matter how they came, today they are all Americans who take pride in
the traditions of their ancestral homeland while at the same time dedicating
themselves wholeheartedly to the principles for which our Nation stands.
They now are taking their full and rightful place in America's social and
political life. Their contributions are legion in every area of endeavor: sci-
ence, the arts, medicine, business, government, sports, religion, and the
media. The efforts of ethnic Americans in bolstering the values of faith,
freedom, family, work, and country have served to strengthen the fabric of
our national life and have made America a culturally richer and more vi-
brant land in which to live.

The Congress, by Public Law 99-206, has designated September 21, 1986, as
“Ethnic American Day" and authorized and requested the President to issue
a proclamation in observance of this event.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim September 21, 1986, as Ethnic American
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to acknowledge and ad-
vance mutual understanding and friendship among all Americans regardless
of their ethnicity.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day
of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN
Proclamation 5531 of September 22, 1986
Emergency Medical Services Week, 1986

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Today in almost every American community, the blue and orange emergen-
cy medical vehicle and the 911 emergency telephone number are instantly
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recognized reminders that we are now saving lives in ways unheard of by
earlier generations. They remind us of those dedicated emergency medical
teams—physicians, nurses, emergency medical technicians, paramedics,
educators, administrators, and veolunteers—who have cut in half the death
rate for medical emergencies from accident or disease over the past two
decades.

Each year, some 800,000 Americans lose their lives in such emergencies. But
each year, advances in emergency medical care increase the number of
lives saved. Almost all of us can recall incidents in which a stricken child
or neighbor, or the victim of a highway accident, was saved by quick, effi-
cient, emergency medicine.

Across the Nation, emergency medical services teams are working to cut
the death rate from medical emergencies still further. They are working to
advance and adapt their skills and training as new methods of emergency
treatment are developed. And they are working to educate every American
on what each of us can do to cooperate with and to improve the emergency
medical services in our own communities. It is also appropriate that we as
a Nation should recognize the value and importance of emergency medical
services teams. We owe them a great debt of gratitude.

The Congress, by Public Law 99-392, has designated the week beginning
September 21, 1986, as “Emergency Medical Services Week" and authorized
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this
event.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning September 21, 1986, as
Emergency Medical Services Week, and I call upon all Americans to par-
ticipate in ceremonies and activities to express our appreciation to emer-
gency medical services teams and to help educate the public about accident
prevention in general and what to do in step-by-step fashion when con-
fronted with a medical emergency wherever and whenever it may occur.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5532 of September 22, 1986
American Business Women’s Day, 1986

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

American business women have made significant and increasing contribu-
tions to our economy and to the competitiveness of the United States inter-
nationally. The need continues for American working women to expand
their horizons, diversify their skills, and set high personal and career goals.
The American Business Women's Association, a national educational asso-
ciation, has greatly assisted in this effort. The Association awarded
$2,900,000 in scholarships to over 6,000 women in 1984, and more than
$18,000,000 in scholarships since 1949. The Association has more than
110,000 members, and 2,100 chapters, throughout the United States. This or-
ganization has encouraged the many important contributions of American
business women to our Nation's continuing vitality.
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